
Welcome to Kindergarten at Benjamin Franklin Elementary!  
A “Core Knowledge®” School
Whether this is your oldest, youngest, or “only” starting kindergarten this year, we know it is a very 
exciting time!  Our kinder teachers are all highly experienced, enthusiastic, and very much looking 
forward to meeting your child.  Their many years of combined experience mean that they are “experts”  
at making children feel welcomed and excited about school (and nervous parents too!)   You and your 
student are invited to a Kindergarten Welcome on Friday, August 25th at 1:30 p.m. to meet the teacher and 
learn a bit more about what to expect those first few days.  In addition, Back-to-School Night will be 
Tuesday, August 29th at 5:30 p.m. 

All families are encouraged to get involved at Franklin; we L❤ VE classroom volunteers and event 
volunteers, but there are also many opportunities to provide support from home. Our PTO is very active, 
and we are always looking for new members to ensure that our community has an opportunity to stay 
informed and contribute to decisions that impact Franklin families. Our staff works tirelessly on behalf 
of our students, and the support of PTO and family volunteers truly makes it possible.  

This is our first year fully implementing the Core Knowledge® curriculum- a rich body of knowledge that 
integrates geography, world history, and American history with integrated art and music beginning in 
kindergarten!  For more information about Core Knowledge, visit www.coreknowledge.org. 

Please stay in touch! In addition to our school website, http://franklin.riversideunified.org, you are also 
invited to connect via our Facebook page (link on website) and Instagram (franklinflyer1.) Teachers 
have class websites, and we make every effort to communicate, including an occasional voice or e-mail 
messages regarding important events.  Please make sure that you reach out to your child’s teacher if you 
are unsure about an expectation or event; a correct e-mail in Aeries is necessary to stay connected! 

Developing a strong character and social skills are as important as academic skills, and each month we 
focus on character traits, conflict resolution, and digital citizenship to ensure that all of our students 
attend a safe campus with a positive atmosphere! These character traits are based on Core Virtues, a 
literature based program that compliments the Core Knowledge curriculum. We recognize students at 
monthly celebrations and recognize academic achievement at trimester assemblies, but primarily, we 
encourage students to make good choices every day and develop their own intrinsic motivation for doing 
their very best.   To learn more about Core Virtues, please visit corevirtues.net. 

To quote Benjamin Franklin, “An investment in knowledge pays the best interest.”  From volunteering to 
saving box tops, an investment of your time is the most precious thing you can offer!  

We look forward to seeing everyone on campus! 

Mrs. Dawn Smith  
Principal  
Ext. 41250 dlsmith@rusd.k12.ca.us 
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